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Abstract
This article illustrates how the BRICS countries have been building their focused leadership,
making important high level commitment and national policy changes, and improving their
health systems, in addressing the HIV/AIDS epidemics in respective settings. Specific aspects
are focused on efforts of creating public provisions to secure universal access to ARVs from the
aspects  of  active  responsive  system and  national  program,  health  system strengthening,
fostering  local  production  of  ARVs,  supply  chain  management,  and  information  system
strengthening. Challenges in each BRICS country are analyzed respectively. The most important
contributors to the success of response to HIV/AIDS include: creating legal basis for healthcare
as a fundamental human right; political commitment to necessary funding for universal access
and concrete actions to secure equal quality care; comprehensive system to secure demands
that  all  people  in  need  are  capable  of  accessing  prevention,  treatment  and  care;  active
community  involvement;  decentralization of  the management system considering the local
settings; integration of treatment and prevention; taking horizontal approach to strengthen
health systems; fully use of the TRIPS flexibility; and regular monitoring and evaluation to serve
evidence based decision making. © 2013 Chinese Cochrane Center, West China Hospital of
Sichuan University and Wiley Publishing Asia Pty Ltd.
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